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About Laudato Si’ 

The encyclical Laudato Si’ [Praise be to you,] is a call from Pope Francis to care for our common home.  

The encyclical is written in plain language and is highly readable.  The Vatican has provided a copy at this 

link:  https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-

francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html 

Inexpensive print copies of the encyclical are also available through new and used booksellers. 

The Church’s Call To Action 

The Vatican Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development has introduced the Laudato Si’ action 

platform, which includes a short video introduction to the platform from Pope Francis. 

https://laudatosiactionplatform.org/ 

In the United States, the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops and Catholic Climate Covenant have a 

Laudato Si’ platform where individuals and groups can make their own Laudato Si’ commitments. It 

provides this resource: 

https://godsplanet.us/ 

The Archdiocese of Washington has released a Laudato Si’ action plan: 

https://adw.org/living-the-faith/social-concerns/laudato-si-action-plan/ 

Our Parish Response  

Our parish is responding to the call from Pope Francis in Laudato Si’ in many ways, both as individuals 

and as a community.  The following pages describe many of our parish projects which meet Laudato Si’ 

goals.  All parishioners are asked to prayerfully consider ways in which they are called to care for our 

common home. 

To include additional projects or activities in this plan, please contact the Care for Creation Ministry.  

The ministry is always open to new members at monthly meetings and has an email list for staying 

informed about Care for Creation activities.  Please visit https://we ww.blessedsacramentdc.org/care-

for-creation for more information. 
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Goals of Laudato Si’ 

 

 

There are seven goals for Laudato Si’ action: 

1.  Response to the cry of the earth 

We seek to protect our common home for the well-being of all.  These are actions which keep our air 

clean and water clean pure and respect the beauty of our pristine natural spaces. 

2. Response to the cry of the poor 

We seek to protect human life from conception until death, with special attention and care to 

vulnerable groups. 

3. Ecological economics 

We support sustainable production and consumption. 

4. Adoption of simple lifestyles 



We use resources and energy carefully, and rekindle old-fashioned values of thrift and reduction of 

waste. 

5. Ecological education 

We educate ourselves so that we may always make better choices. 

6. Ecological spirituality 

We see God in all things. 

7. Community engagement and participatory action  

We participate in all levels of government by voting and advocacy, as well as by joining with community 

groups. 

Our Parish Answers the Call of Laudato Si’ 

Solar panel installation on the gym roof 

 

Blessed Sacrament is installing solar panels on the gym roof.  The panels will generate electricity which 

would otherwise be produced by fossil fuels. 

To research climate friendly electricity for your own home, go to Interfaith Power and Light:  

https://ipldmv.org/go-green/solar-at-home/ 

 

Removal of invasive English Ivy from the parish grounds 

 

English Ivy is highly invasive and will crowd out native plants and can damage tree bark or weigh down 

branches, injuring or killing trees.  Volunteers, including the Girl Scouts, will be removing this plant from 

parish grounds to protect the trees in our area. 

For more information on this effort, contact the Buildings and Grounds Committee. 

https://www.blessedsacramentdc.org/facilities-commission 



 For more information on why to remove English Ivy from your own property, see:  

https://www.lfwa.org/updates/what-to-do-about-english-ivy 

 

Addition of native plants to the Fatima garden 

 

Native plants provide food and habitat for native pollinators, maintaining a healthy ecosystem.   

For more information on this effort, contact the Buildings and Grounds Committee. 

https://www.blessedsacramentdc.org/facilities-commission 

For more information on using native plants on your own property, native and invasive pollinator plant 

lists are available here:  https://doee.dc.gov/node/1128481 

 

Annual Sodality Bazaar 

 

The annual Sodality Bazaar promotes reuse in our community by collecting clothing and household 

goods for resale.  The profits are donated to various charities as well as to our parish.  Buying used 

goods rather than new is choosing a simpler lifestyle. 

For more information on this event, contact the Sanctuary Sodality at Sodality@blessedsacramentdc.org 

 

Composting 

 

https://doee.dc.gov/node/1128481


Composting our food scraps cares for the earth by saving these items from being incinerated or 

landfilled, decreasing pollution and the production of greenhouse gases.  Leaves, clippings, and other 

yard waste can easily be composted in your yard and provide nutrients for the garden.  Fruit and 

vegetable scraps can also be composted at home in rodent-proof bins.  Other food scraps, such as meat, 

dairy or grains, and non-food items such as compostable food service ware, paper napkins and cotton 

clothing, can be composted with a commercial composting service. 

The Youth Ministry has built compost bins for the rectory and plans to build a replacement bin for the 

school. 

The 2021 Parish Fall Fest and Ministry Fair minimized waste by composting.  The parish purchased 

compostable food service ware for this event, and used a commercial compost service:  Veteran 

Compost, a veteran-owned company.  In addition to caring for the earth, this supports an ecologically 

sustainable business. 

To learn more about composting at Blessed Sacrament, contact the Youth Ministry, 

https://www.blessedsacramentdc.org/youth-ministry 

To learn more about setting up commercial composting services at a parish event, contact the Care for 

Creation Ministry.  https://www.blessedsacramentdc.org/care-for-creation 

DC residents can learn more about home composting of food scraps as well as designated drop off sites 

for food scraps here:  https://zerowaste.dc.gov/page/food-yard-waste-residents 

Montgomery County residents can receive a free compost bin (for yard waste only) here:  

https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/SWS/composting/bins.html.  The county requires rodent-proof 

compost bins for food scraps; these can be purchased from several vendors. 

To set up a weekly compost pickup service for your home, contact Veteran Compost at 

https://www.veterancompost.com/ or Compost Crew at https://compostcrew.com/  

 

SHARE at Blessed Sacrament 

 

SHARE at Blessed Sacrament has reflected the mission and goals of Laudato Si' in our parish since 

January 2009 when the first food order was placed for 25 packages. In the past 13 years this food 

ministry has provided in excess of 15,000 food packages, mostly to those in need: the unemployed, 

seriously ill, home-bound seniors, formerly homeless families, veterans and others with 

limited resources. Parish families are invited to support this program by buying wholesome food 

packages valued at $43 for just $22.  Not only is this a great value, this support helps SHARE@BS to 

increase its purchasing power. The BS Parish Food Ministry is self-sustaining, fiscally responsible and 
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solvent thanks to the generosity of parishioners. Its volunteer team handles every aspect of the 

program: promotion, food acquisition and distribution, and monthly fiscal accounting. 

For more information, contact SHARE at Blessed Sacrament:  

https://www.blessedsacramentdc.org/share 

 

Greg Gannon Canned Food Drive 

 

The Greg Gannon Canned Food Drive has been feeding the hungry for over 30 years.  Parish families 

work together to collect food for the main drive in December, as well as at other times throughout the 

year.  The food is delivered to area food pantries, shelters and other organizations that serve the needy. 

For more information or to volunteer, visit https://www.ggcfd.org/ 

 

Faithfully Following Local Environmental Laws 

 

The District of Columbia has enacted environmental laws that we strive to follow as a parish community.   

The DC Food Service Ware laws apply to the parish and events hosted by the parish.  These laws: 

 Ban Styrofoam, 

 Require that food service ware be recyclable or compostable, and, 

 Prohibit the use of plastic straws except as a disability accommodation. 

For more information visit https://doee.dc.gov/foodserviceware 

Additionally, gas leaf blowers have been banned in the District as of January 1.  For more information 

visit https://dcra.dc.gov/leafblower 
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Caring for Creation Bulletin Notices 

 

Notices on creation care in the bulletin remind our parishioners to care for creation through small daily 

actions .  Many of these notices come directly from the Archdiocesan Laudato Si’ Action Plan. 

For more information on the Archdiocese of Washington Laudato Si’ Action plan, visit 

https://adw.org/living-the-faith/social-concerns/laudato-si-action-plan/ 

  

Catholic Environmental Advocacy 

 

Catholics are encouraged to vote and to contact their elected officials to advocate for legislation that is 

consistent with Catholic social teaching. The Maryland and DC Catholic Conferences offer tools for this 

advocacy. Both groups offer tools to help advocate for legislation consistent with Catholic social 

teaching.  Both groups offer action alerts for reminders of when to contact legislators.   

More information is available at https://dccathcon.org/ or https://www.mdcatholic.org/ 

The Maryland Catholic Conference hosted a town hall with Cardinal Gregory and the Maryland Secretary 

of the Environment, Ben Grumbles.  A video is available here: https://www.mdcatholic.org/environment  

Recent campaigns included advocating for HB 708, Comprehensive Climate Solutions. 

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops frequently provides action alerts for contacting legislators on 

various issues.  Current statements from the USCCB on environmental issues are available here:  

https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/environment/index.cfm 

Additional resources for Catholic advocacy are available through Catholic Climate Covenant:  

https://catholicclimatecovenant.org/program/advocacy 
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